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SPORTS

AIR PLAY CAN’T-MISS GAMES
SATURDAY, APRIL 17
NHL hockey: Quarterfinal playoff game,  

1 p.m. (WCNC)
College football: Auburn spring game,  

2 p.m. (ESPNU)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

3 p.m. (WSOC)
College football: Alabama spring game,  

3 p.m. (ESPN)
Champions Tour golf: Outback Steakhouse Pro-Am, 

4 p.m. (WCNC)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

5:30 p.m. (ESPN)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

8 p.m. (ESPN)
High school basketball: Jordan Brand Classic,  

8 p.m. (ESPN2)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

10:30 p.m. (ESPN)

SUNDAY, APRIL 18
Women’s tennis: Family Circle Cup,  

1 p.m. (ESPN2)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

3 p.m. (WSOC)
Auto racing: Samsung Mobile 500,  

3 p.m. (FOX)
NHL hockey: Quarterfinal playoff game,  

3 p.m. (WCNC)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

5:30 p.m. (TNT)
Major League Baseball: Mets at Cardinals,  

8 p.m. (ESPN)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

8 p.m. (TNT)
NBA basketball: First-round playoff game,  

10:30 p.m. (TNT)

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
Baseball: Lake Norman High School at North Mecklenburg, 7 p.m.

Boys lacrosse: North Mecklenburg at Hopewell, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
Baseball: East Mecklenburg at Hopewell, 7 p.m.

Lacrosse: North Mecklenburg at Lake Norman Charter, 6 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 22
Softball: North Mecklenburg at Butler, 5 p.m.

Boys tennis: Hopewell at North Mecklenburg, 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
Boys lacrosse: Lake Norman Charter at Hopewell, 6:30 p.m.

the BOTTOM LINE

When asked, Brianna Wills struggles to explain the 
season-long offensive outburst that has elevated her 
status to perhaps the area’s most prolific goal scorer 
– not just in northern Mecklenburg, but the entire 
county. 

After a few seconds of contemplation, Wills begins 
to explain the difference in skill level between club 
and high school soccer. The Davidson Day junior also 
mentions how she’s always been an offensive player, 
be it in recreation-league, club or high school soccer. 
That, actually, is pretty surprising in a sport where 
players often are shuffled around the field as they 
develop. But Wills has been a forward since she began 
playing the game at age 4. 

As Wills details her soccer background, the real 
answer to how she puts the ball in the net so easily 
comes to her mind.

“I guess it’s just what I do,” she said with a shrug. “I 
score. I just go to the goal.”

Sometimes, the simplest answer is the most telling. 
In Wills’ case, that certainly appears to be true. This 
season, she’s been a goal-scoring machine, notching a 
mind-numbing 33 goals in eleven games. She’s scored 
six goals in a game on two different occasions and also 
had a three-game stretch in which she’s totaled 13 
goals. 

“I expected her to be able to do that,” said Patriots 
coach Chad Metzler. “She’s played with me for a while 
in club situations. She does what she does here, even 
at a much higher level. Normally it’s not six goals in a 
game – it’s like two. But she kind of is one of the go-to 
players and is able to really step up and get what’s 
needed done.”

Metzler might have seen it coming, but Wills said 
she had no idea what to expect from this current 
season and her new situation.

For 10 years, Wills made the trek from her home in 
Cornelius to south Charlotte’s Providence Day School. 
Every day was a two-hour round trip. After her fresh-
man year, a confluence of circumstances caused her 
family to rethink its choice of schools.

First of all, Wills was approaching driving age, and 
the thought of spending the gas money and time needed 
to get to Providence Day began to seem unnecessary. 
The economy also played a part, as it became harder 
and harder to justify the drive.

“Everything was getting so time-consuming,” she 
said, “so why go down there when I could come here 
and have just as good of an education for a lot less 
time?”

Last year, she enrolled at Mooresville’s Pine Lake 
Prep, but the school didn’t have a varsity soccer pro-
gram. This year, she decided to transfer to Davidson 
Day, allowing Metzler to coach her at both the high 
school and club levels.

“Davidson Day was a better fit with (Metzler) here,” 
she explained.

It also helped that her best friend – team captain 
and midfielder Katy Leonard – was on the team. 

“I couldn’t do a lot of this without Katy,” Wills said.
Wills has played with Leonard for the past several 

years for Lake Norman Soccer Club, a high-level travel 
team, while most of the Davidson Day players only 

Where there’s 
a Wills …Davidson Day soccer standout 

always finds way to make her point
by Aaron Garcia

aaron@huntersvilleherald.com

(see Wills on page 40)

After spending the previous two seasons at Providence Day and Pine Lake Prep, Brianna Wills has found a home at Davidson Day 
School, where she leads the team in scoring.
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