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News

UNIVERSITY CITY – He went from 
UCity to Bean Town.

Clarence “Clay” McLean II was one 
of 70 students nationwide selected by 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy to attend the Minority Introduction 
to Engineering and Science Program 
(MITES) in Cambridge, Mass., this 
summer.  

“At first, I really did not want to do it,” 
McLean, a junior at Davidson Day, said. 
“I knew it would be good for my future. 
Pretty much if you go down there, it 
increases your chances of getting into 
MIT.”

MITES students take classes in phys-
ics, calculus, bio-chemistry, biology, 
chemistry and an elective course during 
a six-week summer program for high 
school juniors.

McLean took digital design as his 
elective. One of the projects was to cre-
ate an Apple iPhone application. His 
idea to have an iPhone grade book to 
keep track of grades wasn’t interesting 
for the group of mostly females. Instead, 

they decided on a calorie-counter appli-
cation.

“We typed in what type of foods you 
ate and it kept track of your calories … 
how much you had that day versus how 
much you should have,” McLean said. 
“It was hard. We ended up pulling an 
all nighter. We got back at 8 a.m., and 
we had to present at 9. If you told me 
I was going to create an iPhone appli-
cation, I never thought it was possible, 
and we virtually did it in one night. It 
didn’t do everything we wanted it to do, 
but it worked.”

Another challenge was to lift a trash-
can 30 feet, only using cardboard, tape, 
rope and a fan. 

“We took the cardboard and cut it up 
and made it into a propeller and had the 
fan point at it,” he said. “The rope was 
wrapped around the propeller and then 
we tied the other end of the rope to the 
trash can. And we got a pulley.”

While at MIT, McLean said he worked 
harder than ever before, and he learned 
he was capable of doing more than he 
ever thought possible. 

“It was a real good experience, some-
thing I would recommend to anybody. 

Once I got down there, I had a good 
time … If I had to do it again, I would,” 
he said. 

McLean was an honor student in the 
top 5 percent of his class at Mallard 
Creek High School last year. He was 
a member of the Mallard Creek var-
sity basketball team and now plays for 
Davidson Day.   

As for the future, McLean plans to 

apply to MIT, Princeton, Harvard and 
Brown universities to study chemical 
engineering. q

Want more information?
For more on the Minority Introduc-

tion to Engineering and Science Pro-
gram at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, visit www.web.mit.
edu/mites.
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selected by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to attend the Minority Introduction to 
Engineering and Science Program in Cambridge, Mass., this summer.


